
Hillcrest Community Council Meeting 

November 7, 2013 

 

Attendance:  Jason Pond, Eric Markworth, JoLyn Carter, Cort Christensen, DeAnn Lichfield, 

Tom Rohrer, Julie Benson, Reed Olson 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Eric called for a motion, Jason seconded.  Minutes were approved 

unanimously. 

 

Thanks to the voters who approved the bond.  We will not break ground for 3 or 4 years.  Levy 

also passed but it's margin was much closer than the bond.  The Cliffside and Hillcrest areas 

swung the no vote into the yes category.  Attached to the agenda was finalized figures for levy 

spending.  The money will not be available until July 1, 2014.  Thank you for voting and 

getting the word out.  High school will be done first, 3-year project, then Hillcrest, then Ellis.  

Once the existing bond is paid off then Hillcrest will start the construction process.  

 

Obligation of community council members.  Has the council membership form been submitted?  

Eric - It is due tomorrow, I will take care of that. 

 

Agendas need to be posted a week in advance.  Minutes and agendas will be sent by Julie and 

Cort to the parent liaison at the school and he will put it on.  Should we put minutes on from 

November 2012 or should we just start with this year?  We need to have a complete archive.  

The minutes will be posted from last year whenever the gaps start to happen. 

 

Please look at the community council homepage and give input on things that need to happen to 

update and make the page more user friendly.  We will discuss ideas for this next month.  Cort 

suggested that council meeting dates be put on the "post-it" notes on the home page so everyone 

can be aware when meetings are held. 

 

We have done the SIP and the school improvement plan.  We also are responsible to support the 

professional development plan.  Eric, how do we fit into that?  You and your staff should 

identify needs and then we can support it with funding, etc.  Does anyone know what a routing 

plan is?  It is the kids walking route to school.  It hasn't been updated for  a couple of years.  

Eric will bring it to the next meeting and we will look to see if any updates need to be made.  

Cort completed reading the requirements and asked if anyone has questions or concerns.   

The invitation has been extended, but the president can't attend.  JoLyn is an active PTA board 

member, she will be our PTA representative.   

 

This meeting time works for us, but not necessarily all parents.  There is really no good time for 

everyone, if they truly cared they would be here or would run for community council. 

 

Survey results - The survey was created with the help of Chris Davis.  There were 18 

respondents.  Eric felt it was a very representative sample.   

 

Houghton Mifflin is effective for teachers, but doesn't really fit into the common core.  It is 

being discussed in the district.  When will that decision be made?  There is no set time-frame. 



 

Go Math - After 3 programs in 3 years, we have settled on this program.  78% feel this is an 

effective program. 

 

Write from the Beginning - 89% felt it was effective 

 

Thinking maps - 94% say it is effecive  on ly one said needs to be looked at 

 

Big 8 - 66% thought this was effective 

 

Road to Success - This was evenly split with 33% said it was effective, 60% said not effective, or 

minimally effective.  Perhaps this needs to be removed 

 

Leader Tickets - 55% said effective - very postive  

 

Husky Scholars - again 55% said effecgtive, 22 and 16% thought minimally effective or need to 

be looked at 

 

Watch Dogs - 72% thought it was effective, 27 thought it wasn't effective 

 

Literacy Nights - 81% thought they were effective 

 

Leader in Me - 81% thought it was effective for the most part 

 

SIS gradebook was all over the map.  Every Thursday from now on we will have Mike Hansen 

come up and give us a Technology quickie to get training on this program.  Is it a training or a 

program issue? 

 

Mastery Connect - 58 thought it was effective, 47% said it needs to be looked at further.  

Mastery Connect will be all through December.  Will the training be for SIS or Mastery 

Connect?  It will be for Mastery Connect not SIS as reported above.  1/3 of staff piloted the 

program last year and felt very comfortable with it.  Was it a higher or lower grade level?  It 

was a mix of teachers.  Not surprising results, but we definitely need more training. 

 

Online AR - 93% effective 

 

STAR - 30% were in very, effective, and minimally effective.  This isn't an internet version.  

There is a better variety of questions on-line.  STAR really tests vocabulary.  The tests we 

currently have is good, but there is great on-line.  What would the cost be for that?  $1,000 

year.  Online AR is about $2500 a year.  Ellis uses it effectively.  It isn't effective below first 

grade.  What about RAZ kids - there are many programs we use that aren't schoolwide so I 

didn't put them on the survey 

 

Reflex Math - 87% are effective   

 

Soar to Success - 58 thought it was effecvie, 40% thought it not or minimally.  It is 



comprehension 

Read Naturally - 64% thought effective, 44% said it was minimally or not.  We need to look at 

this because teachers obviously don't feel these programs are effective 

 

So, based on the results, did you look at this and think "We should get rid of these things?"  I 

think I would like to take these results back to the teachers and let them discuss it.  We will 

discuss it as a faculty and then I would like to give it to the team and let them go through and 

make the tough decisions.  Is there anything we need to do related to this?  No, thank you for 

being the catalyst and getting this process started.  We would like to know what happened as a 

result of the team discussions.  What did you change?  What are you doing to improve things?  

Yes, we can get back and report on this issue.  Perhaps we need clearer expectations  

communicated to parents.  Some of us are a little confused about which program we are using?  

Given the data on the SIS and Mastery Connect, I would like to see feedback a year from now 

after training to see if these numbers have changed.  We have been taking it slow for a reason.  

As you compare results from other schools, we can write letters to district or be a voice to say 

this is a good/bad program, etc.  We can advocate for additional resources or to change 

programs. 

 

Based on funding so far and carry-over from last year we jumped from $7270 to $16469.  Also 

I've included the e-mail from Marshal regarding the budget allocation.  We have quite a bit more 

money and we need to spend down our carryover to within 10% by June 30, 2014.   

 

At the trust land training meeting they encouraged us to write to the legislatures to tell them to 

keep their hands out of this funding source.   

 

STAR online or get rid of it.  No, STAR is an effective tool that gives us another piece of the 

puzzle.   

 

Can we add the kindergarten aid time from 3 to 3.5 for the rest of year.  Tom proposed, Cort 

seconded, It was passed unanimously.  The cost would be$714.35 

 

We have written a grant for Leader in Me.  They want to come and do a personal interview with 

teachers for the Leader in Me.  Teachers would like to have subs in the spring and get subs, not 

really feasible.  Currently we are looking at having them come back a day earlier in the fall and 

we would fund that day stipend - $7,000 - $5,000.  How are the teachers feeling?  It got 71%.  

The book study has opened up discussion and teachers are finding things they could do.  If we 

got the grant we would move forward with full implementation if not, we would move into 

another direction.  You already have $10,000 what is that used for.  To pile this on right before 

school seems like too much piled on at one time.  It seems like the spring training would be the 

best time so they could think about it throughout the summer.  When did Bridger do their 

training?  Right before school.  Lets push for the first day of June - we have to spend the money 

by the first day of June.  We need to work toward that end.  Are there any other schools doing 

it?  Edith Bowen has also applied for the grant.  When do you know if you get the grant?  They 

need to do a site visit, we should know pretty quickly.  Hopefully by the first of the year.  

Should we sit on this money until we find out about that?  Yes, that would be the best option.   

 



Any other discussion for today?  Move the DVD to another day 

 

Next meeting – December 5 

 

Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


