
Hillcrest Community Council Minutes 
Tuesday, June 9, 2015 8:00 A.M. 

 
Attendance:  Eric Markworth, Julie Benson, JoLyn Carter, Kate Twohig, Jenna Rounds, DeAnn 
Lichfield, Sara Doutre, Jason Pond, Cort Christensen, Rebecca Landa 
 
Introduction of new members 
 
Welcome:  Cort Christensen 
 
Approval of Minutes - Motion to approve - Jason, Seconded - Eric, Vote was unanimous 

Discrepancy in budget from last month was that one of our aides worked part of the year at 
Woodruff and they were paid the entire amount out of Woodruff's community council budget.  
We have adjusted the budget and of the $46,499 we had from the start of the year, we have 
spent $32,400.  We can only carry over $4,650 and therefore need to spent $9,449.  We are 
recommending that next year we reconcile the budget monthly so we don't come to the end of 
the year with a big pot of money to spend.  Clarification - this money has to be spent by June 
30, it can't be allocated for next year. 

Technology - 5th has 35 I-pads for the whole grade, 4th has 35, 3rd has 70 Chrome books, 2nd 
has 20 working, support services - they have 20 of them, but they are very slow.  1st has 2 
I-pad carts with about 30 I-pads.  Kindergarten has no technology.  I am recommending that 
we purchase 24 I-pads for the classes.  We are extending the day for all kindergarteners and 
the teachers think that the I-pads would help with small groups, etc.   

Are the teachers going to have to spend their own money to purchase supplies for their 
classroom?  No we really try to meet all of the needs through our supply budget.  Mr. 
Markworth is really great.  If we go to him and present justification he finds a way to get us 
what we need. 

Have we met all the needs that are listed?  Have they been met with other budgets?  That's 
a good question, let's look, at that.  Headphones will be purchased through Capital and Title 1; 
Portuguese Aides – Trustlands; Laptops - Capital for grades 2-5; Ipads for all - could come from 
Trustlands; projectors (throw projector) - Capital expense; Updated teacher computers - district 
(should happen every 5 years); Expo Markers, payground equipment, cardstock will all come 
out of the supplies budget. 

How long with the I-pad technoogy last in the classroom?  Five years?  About 5-7 years.  
We could go with a Samsung, but the apps don't always work across the board.   

Are all schools using tablets?  Chromebooks are the ideal now.  Do the I-pads come with a 
warranty?  About 1 year.  Do the Chromebooks come with a warranty?  about 6 months.   

Do you want I-pads or Chromebooks?  For the lower grades the I-pads work better, it is 
instantaneous.  In the higher grades they have passwords and log in information.   



Do you buy cases for them?  Yes, they are very nice.   

Are they learning technology or are they learning academic skills?  They are learning 
academics.  The I-pads are engaging and can replace an aide.  This frees up the teacher to 
work in small groups with those who are struggling.  It allows me to diversify my teaching and 
meet all the children at their individual levels.   

Teachers that I talk to say students are struggling with their keyboarding skills.  The students 
are hunting and pecking.  On the final writing tests, they have all the ideas, but can't easily 
input the data.  The new computer teacher, Jennifer Pinnock, thinks we can get resources 
from what is at the district level.  We don’t need to purchase anything else.   

Motion that we buy 24 computers for kindergarten - Eric, seconded by - Julie, vote was 
unanimous.  That will take care of the $9,449 that we have remaining.  We'll have the 
kindergarten report back periodically on how they are utilizing the technology.   

The technology is only as good as the teacher who can utilize it.  There are great courses at 
the state office.  Can we add stipulations - we are giving you this technology and expect you to 
do the training?  No, the kindergarten teachers are excited and will use the technology.  I 
think reports back from the teachers will be helpful.   

Maybe one of the teams could be "Leader of Technology" and they could expose the other 
teachers to what is available. 

Did Dave Long ever respond to your e-mail about internet safety?  No, I will keep following up. 

Motion to adjourn - Cort, Seconded - Jason 

Adjourned at 8:45 

Next Meeting - Tuesday, August 18, 8:00 A.M. 


