
Hillcrest Elementary community Council 
January 12, 2016 

 
Attendance:  Jenna Rounds, Rebecca Landa, Eric Markworth, Sara Doutre, JoLyn Carter, 
Kate Twohig, Julie Benson 
 
Welcome:  JoLyn Carter 
 
Motion to approve minutes – Sara, seconded by Eric, vote was unanimous 
 
SIP report is due at our March meeting. 
 
Internet Safety report is due.  Isn’t that just our statement that the district has taken care 
of internet safety?  Yes, but if we wanted to add any suggestions it was supposed to be by 
that meeting.   
 
Budget: We have good news.  Even since we last met they have increased our budget.  
The purchase of iPads for Kindergarten cost $9,096.  The next budget form is for aides.  
Period 2 is August, 3 is September, etc.  We also approved a $1000 stipend which hasn’t 
been taken out yet.  We have spent a total of $21,105.92 out of a total of $54,497.  Add to 
that the $1,000, plus 2,000 for FICA, and then $11,000 for salaries until the end of the 
year.  So we have $19,000 still left to spend with the increase.  Could we give Mrs. 
Bodily a greater stipend?  Could we increase her hours?  Right now she has 12 students 
and she has 6 students on iPads and 6 with her.  These are difficult students and she could 
really do more if she was able to work with them more. 
 
After school club mentioned that several things have been cut.  Mrs. Bodily is the 
priority, if that is meat, what is the next biggest need?  Probably an aide to help Mrs. 
Bodily.  The ESL kids are probably the biggest need that the school has.  If we do it this 
year and then write up a proposal and take to Millers and Schreiber and see if they would 
be willing to match funds because many of those parents work for those companies.  In 
order for us to fund ASC in the future, we are going to have to be creative.  We need to 
involve the kids in that as well.  Take the kids with us to make the proposal.  We can 
carry over some of our funds and take it to these companies and say we have this amount, 
could you match it?  Currently we have 20 kids on the waiting list.  Ballpark $4,000 
could increase our ASC kids by 14.  Sara will talk to Collette Hatch’s son-in-law that 
works at Miller’s.   
 
We are going to have a leader day on February 24, let’s invite some of those businesses 
to come to our leader day and see what we are doing.  We are having the lighthouse team 
go and do the inviting.   
 
Talking about supplies and other things; we did launch a STEM special project in 
December.  With that comes $4,000 to teachers for supplies.  It will give $600 to each 
grade level for this. 
 



I propose that the DLI Portuguese side get aides in the 3rd and 4th grades.  How much 
would that cost?  They would each like one, but they would be willing to share – they 
would take anything.   
 
With carry-over of $4,000 that gives us $15,000 left to spend.  Take it back to the faculty 
and see what they suggest.  Second grade laptops don’t work very well.  Maybe we need 
some technology.  We could also say we are going to wait and take care of tech for 2nd 
grade for the first of next year.  At this point we propose that you go to the faculty and 
see what they say. 
 
We went back and forth about meeting at Riverwalk.  We decided that we incorporate our 
outreach at the SEP Conferences.  What is our goal?  To reach out to parents not in close 
proximity to the school.  When 99% of our parents are up here for SEP conferences it 
would be a good time to interact with those parents.  What I feel strongly about is that if 
people could observe a meeting and they could see what happens and that we have 
money to spend then they would be more invested in participating.  Maybe we could have 
a survey that says we have some money and we are thinking about how to spend it, what 
is your input.  I like attending just to keep your finger on the pulse of the school and what 
is happening.  As much as I’m willing to go down to Riverwalk, I fear that we won’t get 
a turnout.  But if we have a meeting and if only 2 people show up it is a failure.  But if 
one of those 2 people run for council and become engaged, then it is a success.  Perhaps 
that we can get input at SEP conferences and then in March meet at Riverwalk so they 
can see what we are doing.  Riverwalk is not going to work, but we can do it at the Rec 
Center where it is $25 to rent.  Is the Golf Course closer?  Yeah, it is closer.  That would 
be cool.  Eric will try to schedule that venue. 
 
The people that are on the council from that area, what is their status?  Yesica Beltran 
said that no matter what time the meeting is it is difficult for her to come up here.  Even 
later in the evening is out for her.  She is receiving the minutes and keeping up on them.  
Yes, but she isn’t giving us any input.  Mrs. Santana hasn’t responded to any of our 
attempts to communicate.  So, if this meeting is just to get them involved it would be 
successful.   
 
Safety concern about parking in front of the school.  We have stickers with new time, but 
it has to be 50 degrees before we can put them on.  It is very dangerous because all the 
cars were parked and kids have to walk between cars.  Maybe we say we will start 
ticketing March 1 and then actually ticket and see if that improves the deal.  We can do 
that.  How long will that last?  It only changes the behavior for about 2 weeks, then we 
have to try something new again. 
 
STAR mentoring – We have had great success with this program.  We are about three 
short because some of our volunteers are university students and it doesn’t always fit into 
their schedule.  Do they need them certain hours?  Yes, 2 hours a week.  How did she get 
volunteers we have now?  Through the local stake, USU Credit Union, USU, and another 
business.  Rebecca – my mom would love to do it.  Do they want to stay for more than 2 
hours a week?  Some do more.  Is it 1 hour twice a week or once a week for 2 hours?  It 



depends on the person.  Kate - I’ll ask my neighbor, she may enjoy that.  We only have a 
part-time, but the other schools have a full-time so that increases the volunteers to 60, 
there is also having older students mentor younger ones, etc.  I think that teachers like it.  
We can look at our STAR and DAZE data coming up and then we will know how 
effective it has been.  Our biggest challenge has been finding a place for them.  We hope 
to use one of the rooms in the portable beginning 3rd week of January. 
 
Safety meeting – We have a district safety meeting this next week.  Reed Tanner will 
attend that.  Their biggest focus right now is the pick-up and drop off. 
 
Vote for volunteer, classified, and teacher of the year – Volunteer – Julie Benson, 
Classified – Denise Althouse, Teacher -  Professora Marcondes.  Eric will notify the 
recipients.  Each nominee will receive a copy of the comments that were submitted to 
nominate them.  Can we send the bus driver nomination in to the district to be considered 
at that level?  Eric will check into it, and he will send it over to the transportation 
department in case they have employee of the year there as well.  Honorees will be 
recognized at January 26 board meeting at 5:00.   
 
Anything else before we adjourn?  Sounds like well have a busy February meeting. 
 
Vote to adjourn JoLyn seconded Eric – meeting adjourned at 8:02 
 
 
 
 


