
Día de los Muertos- Sugar Skulls and Calaveras 

 Day of the Dead is an interesting holiday celebrated in central and southern Mexico on November 1
st

 and 2
nd

.  It’s a way 

to honor their loved ones that have died.  These families believe that happy loved ones provide protection, good luck 

and wisdom to their families.  The bright colors and fun traditions that are a part of Day of the Dead focus on how this 

family member lived.   Families create beautiful displays in their homes to remember their loved ones.  Happy skeletons 

(Calaveras) and skulls are an important part of these displays.  Sugar skulls celebrate smiles, colorful designs, and 

glittering decorations.   

 

This sugar skull mask is a perfect project for learning or practicing doodling skills.  Get ideas from the doodles below, or 

create your own.  Then, decorate your sugar skull, making sure to write your name and your grade somewhere on the 

back of the mask, then cut it out and tape it according to the instructions.  Bring it to school on or before November 2
nd

, 

and we will display it for everyone to see.  A few will be chosen for our school art show later in the year. 

                                 



Hillcrest Artists in Residence 

We as a PTA have decided this year to experiment with a new kind of art competition.  We will be sending 

home each month an open-ended project that students can use their imaginations to complete.  We hope that 

this will help them to exercise their imagination.  Participation in this program is voluntary.  The only rules 

involved will be those that are attached to the project.   

We feel like these projects will show how the Leader In Me skills can be used when being creative. 

Be Proactive:  Choose to create a work of art, even if no one else is forcing you to do it! 

Plan with the End in Mind: Practice your creative skills on other pieces of paper before beginning your 

 project. 

Put First Things First: Read the instructions on how to create a project before you start.  Know when your 

 project must be handed in. 

Think Win-Win: Everyone wins when we create.  We enjoy the experience, and enjoy what others have 

 created. 

Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood: Try to understand what others artists were feeling when 

 they created their works of art. 

Synergize: Sometimes try creating alongside others.  They will often have great ideas and inspire you. 

Sharpen the Saw: Bring your other interests, like sports, pets, and characters from books into your art work. 

The art projects that are turned in by the due date will be displayed in the halls of Hillcrest Elementary during 

the following month.  We will have community members make comments and suggestions on each art 

project, so that students will get more ideas and instruction.  These community members will also choose 

some of the entries that will be set aside for a larger art show later on in the school year.   

Because we would like to try this approach, we will not be holding a school Reflections contest.  You are 

welcome to submit Reflections entries to us, and we will pass them along to the next level of judging, but we 

will not have our own competition or celebration.  Information about Reflections can be found here:  

http://www.utahpta.org/reflections-theme-due-dates-2015-2016 

We hope that you enjoy stretching your artistic muscles.  If you have any questions about our Artists in 

Residence program, or the Reflections program, please contact me. 

 

Jenny Willmore 

j.p.willmore@aggiemail.usu.edu 

435-760-6090 


