
Hillcrest Community Council 
December 2, 2014 7:00 A.M. 

 
Attendance:  Cort Christensen, JoLyn Carter, Eric Markworth, Jason Pond, Julie Benson, 
Rebecca Landa, Tom Rohrer, DeAnn Lichfield 
 
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Jason, seconded Julie, unanimous approval 
 
No important dates or deadlines in the next couple of months.  We have the hard stuff behind 
us. 
 
Updated Trustlands Budget - We have $1,111 left in the budget.  There may be a little more 
when actual numbers come in.   Eric is interviewing the 2 aides for the DLI classes today and 
they will be on board next week.  We are losing an aide to student teaching, but there is a 
replacement in the works.  In January Eric would like to have a more pin-pointed budget so we 
know exactly what we have to work with.  Any carryover can be used for aides the next year, 
but the state really wants us to spend the money.  We will have the budget for the January 
meeting so if teachers need supplies, more aides, etc., that can all be taken care of before we 
get too far into the year. 
 
Look over the draft of the Rules of Orders and Procedures that Cort has put together.  This is a 
reminder of how we should operate.  We will discuss this at the end of the meeting if there is 
time, otherwise we'll discuss it in January. 
 
What about corporate sponsorship for our after-school clubs?  We made a conscious choice 
this year to not deny access to ASC if the students couldn't pay.  This has allowed us to reach 
many students, but the income stream is lower.  We are discussing this at a district level in the 
spring so we aren't sure where we are at the present moment.  Can we set up a giving 
campaign that all alumni donate $20-$50 that generates quite a bit of money?  Jason and Eric 
both sit on the Foundation board so we could run it through there.  I think it is easier to talk to 
an individual corporation that to contact an exhaustive list of alumni.  Cort - I'll put this on the 
calendar for later in the year so we can get the ball rolling and we can get things lined up for 
the coming school year. 
 
Any pressing needs the school has.  I've been in Mrs. Jenkins class three times for morning 
announcements and they don't work.  Yes, we know there are speaker problems.  We now 
send the announcements out via e-mail and the teachers can read them.  Is there anything 
this body can do?  Not at this time. 
 
We'll have a new superintendent by March 30, we should invite him in for a community council 
meeting so we can get an update on the time frame for the new building.  We need to 
continue asking questions because we voted that the bond would benefit our children and if it 
is too far out, it won't really affect our children.  We just need to know what the situation is. 
 



ISQ will be tabled until January, there are still some bugs getting into the program.  
How was the response rate?  When it was paper we had all faculty and staff and 300 parents, 
electronically we had about 10 teachers, 15 staff, and 60 parents.  Give our feedback that we 
would like a quicker turnaround on the information so we can make timely decisions.  This 
current system isn't worth the money we are spending. 
 
Data report from 1st 60 days.  This was a very valuable experience.  We have shown progress 
on our big rocks and have written new goals to represent the current data.  The data shows 
deficiency in math facts in the upper levels.  There is some deficiency in math skills in the DLI 
classes at the 2nd grade level, they should be retaught in English to help them master that.  
When they were tested in Portuguese they rocked the tests in math.  They know the concepts, 
just don't understand the language.  Writing in the 3rd grade shows some deficiency.  The 
3rd grade teachers are meeting to discuss strategies to make improvements for the students. 
It is wonderful that communication is happening both among grade levels and between 
teachers at higher and lower grade levels.  It is great that teachers are taking ownership and 
setting goals to make the best choices for the students. 
 
Motion to table the Rules and Order discussion to January.  Eric motioned, Jason seconded.  
Tabled until January.  I'm worried that this is too strict.  I think it is more a guideline if a 
problem or question arises in the future. 
 
Motion to adjourn Jason, Cort 2nd.  Unanimous vote. 
 
Adjourn 7:54 
  
 


