
Hillcrest Community Council 

April 10, 2014, 7:00 A.M. 

 

Attendance:  Cort Christensen, Jason Pond, Eric Markworth, Tom Rohrer, Julie Benson, JoLyn 

Carter, DeAnn Lichfield, Reed Olsen 

 

Welcome:  Cort 

 

Approval of Minutes: Jason - Motion, Tom seconded, approval unanimous 

 

Are we within our budget limits?  Budget breakdown is included in the packet.  Actually it is 

the wrong one, I'll e-mail the correct one to the council members.   

-We originally budgeted our literacy aides at $5,500, but it came in at $5,000.  So we were able 

to only hire one literacy aide.  One person replaced Whitney Marchant and then we hired Tanner 

Nield to work with 2nd and 4th grade.   

-Can we get an actual budget?  We have some difficulty now because we don't have a business 

manager at the district.   

     

Do we have any responsibility to reconcile the budgetary issues?  No, the fiscal year ends in 

July and we don't get the information from carry-over until August. 

 

Jason can we get a report on the Levy Task Force - Dream list - hands-on science, aides, etc.  

Robin takes all of these charts and requests back to the board so she will have the proposal 

written and then  present it to the board for final approval.   

-What happened with the survey that the community made regarding what we want?  Eric has 

the results, he'll e-mail them to the committee members. 

 

Follow-up from Tom's letter referenced in last month’s minutes - Marshal sent out a thank-you 

and said he would be forwarding our concerns and input to the board so they can put it into their 

discussions on future budgetary items. 

 

Follow-up on meeting with Marshal regarding Administrative-faculty problems - Survey went 

out in December-January, Eric put together goals in February, they were shared with faculty and 

he hopes that through these efforts things will improve.  A follow-up survey will be conducted 

at the end of the year.   

 

Secret ballot votes were taken on the nominations for Teacher, Classified, and Volunteer of the 

year.  The results are  

Teacher of the Year - DeAnn Lichfield 

Classified of the year - Anita Hardy 

Volunteer of the Year - Kate Twohig 

 

Plan for 2014-15 - Any discussion on any of this?  I struggle with this process to make a plan a 

year in advance based on data we don't currently have.  Julie - my frustration is that we were 

given a blank form in the last meeting and were asked for our input.  We weren't really sure 

what input was required.  I e-mailed Eric asking for clarification, but didn’t receive the 



information that was helpful.  However we did receive the 2014-15 plan and it said that we had 

all approved it in last month’s meeting when we hadn’t voted on it at all.  I felt that we really 

hadn't discussed anything concrete, but you were requesting our signature.  Sign on the dotted 

line and we will fill in the details later doesn't feel comfortable for us.  Okay, let's discuss it 

now.  

  

-What about fine arts?  There is additional funding through the Beverly Sorenson Taylor 

foundation - the money will be split between 3 schools.  Leslie Timmons is willing to come and 

present to the faculty.  This would support an artist coming into the school for 12 weeks and it 

would be in the classrooms rather than a pull-out situation.  They tie art into the curriculum.  

-We have opportunity to expose children to the arts, but we don't take the opportunity to expose 

them at all.  We need to teach children how to behave in a performance.  They need to have an 

appreciation for the arts.  It will help them academically.   

-If we get the grant, do all the faculty members have to participate?  I don't know.  I'll see if 

Leslie can come and present to the faculty today so we can move forward because the application 

deadline is May 2.   

 

Community council elections:  Let's do it at the end of the year.    

I feel we need some additional training as council members.  What is our role?  Who 

specifically do we represent?  Do we have a voice?   

-Eric will take care of soliciting nominations for next year’s council.  There is actually only one 

seat open unless someone decides not to finish out their term. 

 

How did the faculty visit to the Leader in Me conference?  It was a very enlightening 

experience.  I would like to take 1/3 of our staff every year to see the possibilities.  I'm really 

excited about this.  It has given renewed passion and purpose for why we teach.     

We will find out Friday if we got the grant or not.  Our school is at the top of the list - we aren't 

sure which list it is.  Will you e-mail us on Friday whether or not we got the grant?  Yes 

 

Assignments from last month - Tom did the letter.  Eric hasn't yet spoken to Chris about doing 

the video. 

 

Next meeting will be May 1. 

 

Adjourn at 8:10 

 

Assignments for next meeting: 

Eric – 1. Correct and current budget. 

 2. Community survey results for spending Science/math money in leeway budget. 

 3. Results of Leader in Me grant. 

 4. Speak to Chris Davis about doing a training video for parent volunteers. 

 5.   Updated 2014-15 plan that doesn’t say 8 approved at meeting on 3/6/2014 as per  

  the minutes 

 


