
Hillcrest Community Council 

September 5, 2013, 7:00 A.M. 
 

Attendance:  Eric Markworth, JoLyn Carter, Julie Benson, Tom Rohrer, Jason Pond, Marshal 

Garrett, Cort Christensen, DeAnn Lichfield, Reed Olson 

 

Meeting called to order by Cort Christensen 

 

Motion was made to approve minutes, seconded, and minutes were approved.  Minutes were 

amended to reflect a change in the November meeting from November 7 to November 14.  

    

Marshal Garret gave information out on the voted bond and the levy.  Todd Cottle is leading the 

charge on the vote yes on the bond.  He is doing an amazing job.  As we did the facilities study 

we had some major problems in 6 of 9 buildings.  We couldn't tackled all problems at same 

time.  The priority is LHS, Hillcrest, Ellis.  Complete rebuild of LHS.  It has outlived its 

usefulness.  The proposal is that CTE and English building be removed then main facility 

rebuilt.  Cafeteria would be removed from the basement to the main floor-commons area.  

Project would take four years.  When the bond goes through we plan to start building 2014 - 

2018.  The bond is like a line of credit.  We start paying whenever we borrow the money.  In 

2018 we will start the design for Hillcrest.  Former bonds will drop off in 2018 so then we will 

borrow for Hillcrest and Ellis.  $6/month for $100,000.  Design phase would include staff and 

community.  Neighbors have concerns for traffic on 1500 East.  That process will start in 

2018-2019.  If economy recovers we will move forward sooner.  Ellis would be a 6 million 

remodel.   

 

What will we do about crowding at Hillcrest until 2018?  Portables would be brought in if need 

be.   

 

A voted levy is authorization on a local level to increase funding.  This is for programs, etc.  

This has to go to the public.  The last voted levy was in 1998.  We have voter approval for 1/2 

of the total levy, we want to now ask for the levy to go to the full amount.  We are hoping to get 

back some of the money we have lost in the past few years.  It will help with class size reduction 

in all schools.  Full time band teacher at the high school, solidify funding for elementary 

orchestra.  We are asking for 1.3 million.  $900,000 would be for the above.  Some programs 

are being paid from general funds - $400,000 that is currently being taken from general will be 

restored and given  to teachers for salary increases.  That request is $6/month as well.   

If school district has their way do we want bond or levy more?  We need them both.   

 

Why bond before merger discussion?  We need the improvements to the schools no matter what 

the merger happens.   

 

What if bond doesn't pass?  We will continue design work, save to rebuild the cafeteria, seek 

approval from the public.   

 

Do we have the information on what will be cut, what the ramifications are if the bond doesn't 

pass?  We want to keep it positive, but there would be portables at Hillcrest.  To make 



necessary repairs it would cost more than to rebuild.  There hasn't been a major remodel at 

Hillcrest since 1983.   

 

Where does $ come to fix rather than rebuild?  It would come from capital.  There isn't enough  

Watched Earning for Education - If school land trust are selling off lands, are they buying new? 

 

Data discussions with teachers - looked at goals with teachers.  Didn't meet goals, but looked at 

ways to fix that problem.  Grading of schools only looks at a small portion of the population.  

UCAS looks at all student growth.  We were 2nd lowest in district for language arts, we were 7 

points below state average.  Math was 75%, 2nd lowest in district.  We have some areas we 

really need to improve in.  We were a little better in science - middle of the pack.  Directed 

writing assessment - we were lowest in district at 88%.  This is obviously an area where we can 

really improve.   Students only made 36 points of growth, lowest in whole district.  We don't 

know what the standard is.  Math we were second lowest at 44, Science we were highest with 

72.  We also looked at dibels scores.   

 

So where are the trends?  What do we need to do to get us back up to grade levels? 

We must have goals in language arts, math, science, and ESL.  Do we make the goals or is the 

staff better prepared to make these goals?  

 

 We know the why, we have to get into the how and what.   Does every grade have to be the 

same?  No, we can tailor for grade level.  We must have writing from the ground up.  This is 

third year of thinking map program.  It is only as good as the delivery system.   

 

Writing seems to be a big focus.   

 

We want to go back to grade levels and have them propose goals.  We will get that information 

back and meet on September 26 to finalize the plans.   

 

Based on plan then we can decide where to allocate resources.  

  

We have hired 3 of the 4 aides that were approved. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:05. 

 

 

 

 

 


