
Hillcrest Community Council 
November 10, 2015 7:00 A.M. 

 
Attendance:  Cort Christensen, Rebecca Landa, Jenna Rounds, Eric Markworth, Julie Benson, 
Sara Doutre 
 
Welcome:  Cort 
 
Started without a quorum so we weren’t able to approve and vote on approval of minutes.   
 
Awesome Celebrations by Rebecca:  Her 3rd grade students should be at .3 by this time of the 
year.  One of her classes was .9 and the other at 1.1 on the STAR test.  This shows at least a 
year's growth.   How are other classes doing?  Typical growth is 2 - 3 months.  The first time we 
took it Mrs. Olsen’s 4th grade class had .6 growth.  One class stayed the same, the rest of the 
classes were either up significantly or higher than we expected.  I'll bring that data to the next 
meeting. 
 
Upcoming deadlines - the big one was October 20, we don't have anything else until our spring 
plan.  We'll just start working toward and building that plan.   
 
Eric did you get the updated budget?  No, I'll bring it to the next meeting.  Who should we get 
that budget from?  Probably Adam Chandler.  Will you send me his contact information so I can 
just contact him rather than bothering you?  Yes 
 
After School Club - Yes, Mrs. Bodily is willing and anxious to get started with After School Club.  
Imagine Learning sent 5 mini iPads for them to use.  Did they just donate them?  Yes.  We 
should have the kids send a thank-you note.  I'll have Mrs. Bodily have the children do that.   
 
The preschool got a grant as well so they received 6 mini iPads.  I was able to purchase 6 mini 
iPads for Mrs. Lichfield because she had requested them.  Because of the 1-1 at the high school 
we were able to get 24 Chrome Books that they are no longer using at the high school.  We 
almost have a laptop for every student grades 3-5.  Do you only use them for computer?  No, 
they do AR testing, Compose Utah, they do research for reports, etc.  It is a good way for 
students to write and to get feedback from teachers in a timely manner. 
 
Keyboarding resources - They are keyboarding more in computer, but they need to do more at 
home.  Eric you mentioned you had resources that could be made available to parents at home.  
There is Type 2 Learn program that they use here and could be available at home.  There isn't 
anything, it is just what teachers have been able to cobble together on their own.  Perhaps at a 
Literacy Night we could put in a plug for at home keyboarding resources.   
Should we as a council put together something to help parents make screen time educational?   
We asked our parent-liasion put together a list of all the computer programs we use here at the 
school.  He has put it on one page and will send it home as a password tracker.  That will go 



home to parents so they will be aware of all the programs that teachers are currently using.  
Could we quickly add a typing resource?  Yes, I don't think he has printed them.  That will be 
really nice for parents.   
 
Do we have a location for the Riverwalk meeting in December?  There is a meeting place.  Is 
there a charge?  I haven't checked yet.  It will be at 6:00 P.M.  How can we encourage that 
community to come?  If you feed them they will come.  Maybe a donut and juice meet and 
greet.  What is the make-up of that population?  There are many Spanish speakers, some 
Burmese and many English speakers.  Could we get interpreters for that night?  Yes, I'll talk to 
our parent-liaison to get some interpreters for that night.  Could we ask some of the people 
from that community to do something at the meeting that night so they invite their friends to 
come?   
 
If we are going to do this we really need to have a strong agenda.  We do a brief presentation 
on community council, then open it up for their concerns, etc., then wrap up with available 
technology.  They get people to the board meeting by recognizing people.  What could we get 
the children to do so their parents come?  What is the best way for us to communicate this with 
you?   
 
If Riverwalk space isn't available perhaps we could use the Rec Center or Logan River Golf 
Course.  Do either of our new members live at Riverwalk?  Yes, they both do.  Sara has reached 
out to both of them, but no response.  Can we get them involved in the planning of the evening 
so they are invested?  Sara would be willing to come to school on another day to meet with 
them a plan the agenda. 
 
So the tentative agenda is What is community council?  ESL and DLI programs, technology 
availability, etc.  Before we schedule this I would like a definitive agenda so we can send it out.  
I would suggest the mingling first because that culture is normally late.  Sara will work to get 
some donuts donated so we can have them and hot chocolate.  How many donuts should I 
order?  100-150.  Maybe we can say we are going to feed you, so we need to know if you are 
planning to attend. 
 
Update on the safety committee - The check-in computer is now working.  Is there anything 
different in the report from visitor and volunteer?  So our consistent volunteers Ameri-Corps 
sign in but they don't wear a sticker but they wear a lanyard.  Do teachers question people in 
the school without proper identification?  Not as good as we should.  There was a dad here for 
a party on Halloween that didn’t check in.  No one recognized him, but instead of asking him 
they went around asking other teachers if they knew him.  We need to get better in this area.  
Do you have a resource officer?  Yes, one for all six schools.  The leader of our safety committee 
is Reed Tanner who is a police officer so he has been really good with coming up with ideas that 
have been beneficial.  What about the portables?  They teachers keep their doors locked and 
we are improving ability to communicate with them.  The outside doors to the school are able 
to be locked electronically every morning at 8:10.  They open it early for orchestra so all doors 
are open, but they will lock automatically at 8:10.  We are working across the district to get all 



the terminology the same throughout the district - active gunman vs lock out keep teaching, 
etc.  When an announcement is made we want parents and personnel to understand exactly 
what is happening. 
 
Any other school needs?  I think we have everything, it is awesome. 
 
Do you want to update on the Portuguese aide?  We have talked to him and he is supposed to 
go take the test.  I haven't heard if he has done that. I gave him the money for the test on 
Sunday but haven’t heard anything since then. 
  
There is a meeting with the superintendent on Wednesday, November 18 to fine tune the 
vision for the school.  I sent in Cort and Julie's name.  Julie can't attend and Cort is planning to 
move to the county next year.  Sara will be able to attend and will check to see if Ben Pederson 
can attend as well. 
 
Can we give out gift cards to teachers who are making great progress in academic areas?  
Teacher pays teacher or gift cards to a restaurant.  What fits into the framework of trust land 
rules?  I'll ask what the teachers would prefer. 
 
Motion to adjourn Sara, seconded Cort. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 
 
Assignments for next meeting: 
Eric – School-wide data figures on STAR tests, Budget figures, meeting place and interpreters 
for next meeting, teacher’s preference for rewards, and ask if Ben Pederson can attend the 
focus group meetings with the Superintendent. 
Sara – Finalized agenda and donut donations for Riverwalk meeting 
Cort – Tentative agenda for Riverwalk meeting e-mailed in next 3 days. 


