
Hillcrest Community Council 
Thursday, May 21, 2015  7:00 A.M. 

 
Attendance:  Kate Twohig, JoLyn Carter, Julie Benson, Eric Markworth, Cort Christensen, Jason 
Pond, Rebecca Landa, Sarah Kerley Weeks, DeAnn Lichfield 
 
New SCC Members:  The vote for the council was very close.  I am proposing that we invite 
all five of them to participate.  Does this allow us to still have the odd number of council 
members?  Yes, we would have 9.  Jason motioned, Cort seconded, vote was unanimous. 
Mrs. Lichfield's term is up.  Several teachers have expressed interest.  We will have a vote. 
 
Eric motion to approve minutes, Jason seconded, vote unanimous. 
 
Did the progress report get submitted?  Yes, it was submitted.  It was pretty easy to do 
on-line this year. 
 
Did we get an e-mail from Dave Long on internet safety?  No, I didn't get that done.  Cort - 
Do you want me to follow-up with him?  Yes, why don't we both do it and CC each other.   
 
Safety committee - We met this past week and laid out concerns.  1) age of school and layout, 
exterior doors, 2) safety procedures 3) exterior doors propped with magnets, 4) drills and 
practice, 5) safety weeks, 6) emergency supplies, 7) money for rotating and maintaining 
supplies, 8) check-in being more stringent, 9) time frame for school rebuild, 10) barrier at front 
door, 11) camera systems.  We will meet again in June 
 
Superintendents weren't able to attend. 
 
School Improvement Plan Discussion - Dibels 66-83% schoolwide.  Kids who struggle don't 
need to read less they need to read more.  AR schoolwide helped a lot too.  377 children met 
their goals.  Phonics program helped as well, especially in younger grades.  STAR test gives 
the student their reading range and it is helpful for them because they can see their own range 
going up.  Funding from on-line star comes from district?  Yes, it will be implemented in the 
fall.  All grades went up significantly except 5th grade.  The 3rd grade rose to 90%   
SRI - Proficiency (comprehension)  28% advanced, Proficient 41% , 23% Basic, 8% Below.  
Let's look at growth 15-29% Advanced 30%-42% Proficient #7% - 22% Basic, 19%-8% Below 
basic.  Kingergarten doesn't take this test.   
SAGE - ELA - 3rd 61%, 4th 40%, 5 28%.  Math - 3rd 53%, 4th 63%, 5th 40%.  Science 4th 43%, 
5th 40% 
 
We saw good progress in Dibels and SRI,.  We need to give our students more access, they 
need to take more tests that align with what the SAGE test will be like.  We want to increase 
the depth of knowledge, but we don't have enough valid assessments to make sure the kids are 
getting that.  We need to teach in the early grades how to do that.  On-line STAR will address 
that.  We adopted the Language Arts curriculum Ready Gen across the school.  Our teachers 



are working hard, we need to work smart.  We are talking about replacing one test with 
another test, we aren't adding more testing.  We feel we are teaching, but the SAGE test is too 
hard and doesn't actually measure their knowledge.  We need to teach them skills and 
thinking.  We don't want to raise a generation of Test takers.  I would like the data in the 
classroom to reflect the scores in SAGE.  We need to close that gap in assessment and 
achievement.  It actually will be replacing 2 tests.  Yellow students (strategic) almost 100% of 
the time they won't be proficient on SAGE, if green they are more likely to be proficient on 
SAGE.  SAGE is a better measure of how the students truly are understanding the material.  
  
As a school we went through and made lists of needs we have to meet the goals.  Then we 
went to budgets and levy to see what we could fund.  Americorps will bring in 30-60 
volunteers each day to read with students.  They are working with LDS wards and stakes in the 
area who will provide older people as volunteers.  Sherry Rice will be here all year to teach 
dance.  Robotics we are still working on funding.  Possibly could come out of Title I.   
 
DLI teachers - We are requesting that we have 2 aides come in at the beginning of each year.  
We can then divide the students based on needs.  We would like 1 per class.  If they had an 
aide in the Portuguese side, they seemed to be more confident when they came to the English 
side.  It is a Portuguese aide.  An aide is about $7,000/year right?  Look at the budget - our 
budget is $35,500 and we have spent $19213, so we have a $16,286 carry-over.  We can only 
carry-over $4650.  We want to carry-over the whole amount to ear-mark for next year for 
Portuguese aides.  We also allotted a 3-hour aide for ESL and Mrs. Bodily said she doesn't 
even need an aide.  They raised the ESL scores from 36% - 72%.  She is doing amazing things. 
   
We need to follow-up on the budget numbers.  Cort - Do we know who this person is?  Yes, 
it is the business manager.  Cort and Eric will meet with the business manager tomorrow to go 
over these numbers and then will contact us with what we need to do and if we have money 
for the requested aides?   
 
Do we need to make a motion today?  No, I think we will call another meeting once we get all 
the information. 
 
Next Meeting - Tuesday, August 18 at 8:00 
Adjourn:  8:05 
 
Assignments - Eric and Cort contact Dave Long and the new district business manager 


