
Hillcrest Community Council Minutes 
April 7, 2015 - 7:00 A.M. 

 
Attendance:  JoLyn Carter, Kate Twohig, Rebecca Landa, Chelsea Olson, DeAnn Lichfield, Tom 
Rohrer, Eric Markworth, Cort Christensen, Julie Benson  
 
Approval of Minutes:  Cort motioned, Julie seconded - vote unanimous 
 
Trustlands website is still down, the signature portion won't be up until April 16.  Eric 
submitted the progress report, but we won't get an e-mail for signatures until after April 16.  
The plan will be due to the school board by May 8 so we can discuss it today and at our meeting 
on May 5.   
 
Legislative requirement - HB 213 2nd - adds a responsibility to the "job description" of School 
Community Councils to monitor internet safety for students and parents.  Is this already being 
done?  NetSmarts is being done.  PTA had a white ribbon week planned, but it fell through.  
We need a more consistent reminder.  Once a year isn't enough.  Most of the concerns we 
see are happening after school.  I agree that one week isn't enough.  Could the computer 
teacher do something as part of her curriculum?  That is a great idea.  Kate will ask at PTA 
council tomorrow what other schools do.  Can we find some resources through the PTA?  It 
is much easier to hand them a curriculum rather than just say, "teach this."  Does NetSmarts 
have a follow-up program?  Could we put a pop-up image on the computers so it is a daily 
reminder?  That takes care of students.  Could you have someone from the district office 
send us information that we can look over?  Yes.  Maybe we need some instruction for the 
parents in how to monitor the phones they have issued.  I'll check with the police department 
and see if there is something there. 
 
Update from the safety committee:  I haven't heard anything.  We haven't met yet.  We do 
have the Utah Shake Out coming out with an earthquake preparation and then a simulated 
earthquake drill. 
 
We want to Welcome Chelsea Olson and DeAnn Lichfield because they have been involved in 
STEM training.  We started training in September.  They are going to give a report on how 
the levy money is going to be spent.  We will carry-over $175,000 from this year to next year.   
As a committee we felt that teacher training was the most pressing need.  We want the 
teachers to receive additional compensation so it will be done outside of contract time.  It will 
be a requirement for all teachers.  We will use some of the money to purchase resources; 
supplies and materials.  We also will pay for instructional aides for math interventions.  Most 
of the teachers wanted collaboration across the district with grade level so they can build on 
each other’s strengths.  This new curriculum is going to be very different from what we have 
had in the past.  You pose a question and the students have to discover an answer.  The 
essence of training the teachers is a big new idea.  We need to get them on board to teach 
this way.  Supplies are necessary, but training is necessary to make this happen.  Do you 
need anything from this committee?  We will receive input and take it back to the board.  



The money must be evenly distributed across the schools.  Our next meeting is next week.  
Can we e-mail you with any comments we have?  Yes, we would love input.  There will be 5 
science strands that the curriculum will build on as the students move through the grade levels 
rather than just having a disjointed science instruction.  
  
Eric will send out election notices in late April so we can do the community council elections.  
Do we want to try electronic elections?  It worked great for the PTA and we don't get much 
response otherwise.  We will try electronic voting for the elections. 
 
School improvement plan - I want your input on how we did and where we should go with it.  
If we keep our science teacher on I would like to pay her as a specialist rather than an aide.  
We are a bunch of tightwads, we aren’t willing to pay people for the skills they have.  We will 
have to pay what she is worth if we want to keep her.  If we want to do Beverly Taylor 
Sorenson again we would need to come up with about 20% which would be about $3,500.  If 
we continue would it be dance again or a different type of art?  Probably dance, Mrs. Rice has 
indicated a willingness to return.  Anything we could do to retain our science person would be 
great.  It was our child's favorite prep period.  More money would have to come from the CC 
pot.  Could we take a portion of her salary from levy, CC, and school (Title One)? Does it need 
to be an either/or?  Can we look at the total child?  Sometimes we spend so much time on 
reading that children need an outlet.  The teacher can make or break the program.  I will put 
together a proposal that shows numbers on how to spend science money, art program, 
specialists, etc.  Could we have that for our next meeting? Yes.  
  
Should we invite the new superintendent for our next meeting or our last meeting?  Can we 
meet May 21 at 7:00 for our final meeting?  Yes, we’ll invite the two superintendents to 
attend.  Will we have the new council members on board by then?  Yes. 
 
Eric moved to adjourn, Cort seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 8:05. 
 
Assignments:   
JoLyn - Send out a reminder a couple of days before our meetings. 
Kate – follow-up on what other schools are doing for internet safety 
Eric – Get information from Dave Long on district safety procedures 
 Follow up with the police department on internet safety 
 Budget numbers comparing science and art program costs 
 Invite the superintendents to visit our final meeting. 
 


